
ACCESSIBILITY STRATEGY

Earliest date:
Latest date:

17th June  2020  

24th June 2020

Economy, 
Education and 
Skills

Cllr Patrick Molyneux, 

Key Decision Yes   

Background 
Documents Equality Act 2010

SEND Code of Practice 2015 and the Children & Families Act 2014

Location/Contact 
for inspection of 
Background 
Documents

The Councils Accessibility Strategy (2015-18) 
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/4524/gloucestershire_accessibility
_strategy__2015-2018_-final-6596.pdf

The Equality Act 2010 and schools (DfE advice: May 2014): 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment _data/file/315587/Equality_Act_Advice_Final.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25 

Main Consultees There have been no statutory changes to the prior strategy therefore in 
review and engagement has been with relevant internal services

The report is available for all colleagues and partners to view – including 
Schools (heads and teachers), colleges, staff, nurseries, governing bodies, 
diocese, parents and local groups. 

Planned Dates Once approved the Accessibility strategy will be immediately made available 
to all stakeholders. 
 
Future stakeholder consultation is planned for 2021-2022 which will include 
any national or statutory requirements that may need impact on the 
responsibilities and expectations of the LA or Schools and settings in 
Gloucestershire .

Divisional 
Councillor

All 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/4524/gloucestershire_accessibility_strategy__2015-2018_-final-6596.pdf
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/4524/gloucestershire_accessibility_strategy__2015-2018_-final-6596.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment%20_data/file/315587/Equality_Act_Advice_Final.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment%20_data/file/315587/Equality_Act_Advice_Final.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25


Officer Any representations should be sent to:

Charlotte Jones, Acting Director of Education
charlotte.jones@gloucestershire.gov.uk
Tel: 01452 328689

By 5.00pm on Tuesday 16 June 2020.

Purpose of Report This report sets out the rationale behind the proposed updated Accessibility 
Strategy for Gloucestershire County Council. 

Recommendations
The Lead Cabinet Member is asked to approve Gloucestershire County 
Council’s Accessibility Strategy 2020-22.

Reasons for 
recommendations

The proposed accessibility strategy complies with the duties set out in 
Schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010. The council must have an approved 
strategy and the previous version needs to be updated for 2020. 

The strategy sets out clear educational guidelines and access expectations 
for pupils with a disability and has been updated to reflect changes within the 
council since 2018. The principles remain appropriate and compliant with 
relevant legislation. 

Resource 
Implications

Any local authority responsibilities for building adaptations are currently 
funded through the Dedicated Schools Grant. 

Academies, Trusts and Free Schools seek funding directly from the 
Education Skills Funding Agency for such building adaptations. 

mailto:charlotte.jones@gloucestershire.gov.uk


MAIN REPORT CONTENTS

1.0 Background 
1.1 Gloucestershire County Council (the Council) is required under the Equality Act 

2010 to have an Accessibility Strategy in which it promotes better access in 
school for pupils with disabilities.

1.2 Whilst the accessibility strategy relates to maintained schools, many of the 
support arrangements made by the local authority will also benefit disabled pupils 
attending academies and free schools within Gloucestershire.

1.3 Accessibility strategies do not apply to academies or free schools. However, all 
schools, including academies and free schools, must have an accessibility plan 
which is based on the same principles set out in the Council’s Accessibility 
Strategy.

1.4 Gloucestershire’s Accessibility Strategy is attached at Appendix 1. Once finalised 
and approved, it should be used by schools to inform their Disability Equality 
Scheme and Accessibility Plan. These plans should show how, over time, access 
to education for pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
will be improved.  Schools must publish their Disability Equality Scheme and 
Accessibility plan with links to their Special Educational Needs (SEN) information 
report that is available on Gloucestershire’s Local Offer.

1.5 The strategy will be led by the Director of Education through the Joint Additional 
Needs Steering Group. This group includes health professionals, parents/carers, 
children’s and adults services, Head teachers and representatives from special 
educational needs settings – who have a support and challenge role to continue to 
improve services for children and young people with SEND. 

1.6 The objectives of the strategy are to: 

 Increase the extent to which pupils with special educational needs and/or 
disability can participate in the school curriculum; 

 Ensure that pupils with special educational needs and/or disability are able to 
gain maximum benefit from their time in education through improving 
facilities and services provided or offered by schools;

 Improve the delivery of information to pupils with special educational needs 
and/or disability;

 To support schools to further develop robust and effective Disability Equality 
Schemes and Accessibility Plans;

 To ensure compliance with statutory regulations. 

1.7 There have been no substantial changes to section 10 of the Equality Act that 
would necessitate significant alterations to the 2015-2018 Accessibility Strategy or 
that would alter the Councils position on accessibility in Education Settings. 



2 Options 

2.1 The Council is required under the Equality Act 2010 to have an Accessibility 
Strategy in which it promotes better access in school for pupils with disabilities. 

2.2 Changes could be made to the proposed strategy as a result of Covid 19 in the 
future however  this complies with current statutory requirements, reflects best 
practice and brings together all aspects of the council’s work in supporting 
disabled children. Officers will work with the county’s Parent Carer Forum to turn 
this statutory document into an information pack more accessible to parents once 
it has been adopted. 

3.0 Risk Assessment 

3.1 The local authority must comply with requirement to have an Accessibility Strategy 
as set out in section10 of the Equality Act.  The strategy complies with the equality 
requirements of the Act.

3.2 Aspects of the strategy have stood up against close scrutiny within legal 
challenges and has enabled many disabled children to access their most 
appropriate school with the required support to do so. 

4.0 Officer Advice

4.1 The appended strategy has been revised to take account of changes to services 
and reflect new operating models, taking account of the statutory requirements set 
out in the Equalities Act (2010).  Officer advice is that the attached Accessibility 
Strategy is approved.

5.0 Equalities considerations

5.1 An Equalities Impact Assessment has been carried out, which concludes that the 
Accessibility Strategy should have a positive impact on children and young people 
with disabilities and a neutral impact in relation to other areas covered by the 
Equalities Act.

5.2 The Lead Cabinet Member should read and consider the Due Regard Statement 
in order to satisfy himself as the decision maker that due regard has been given.

6.0 Consultation 

6.1 The Accessibility Strategy 2015-2018 has been reviewed by key internal 
stakeholders across Children and Families Services, and amended to reflect 
changes in structure across the Education and Children and Families landscape, 
and the Local Authority statutory duties.  



6.2 The main point of note arising from internal review was that information 
disseminated to parents, carers and young people should be easily accessible or 
in a read friendly format for parents and carers.   If approved, the Accessibility 
Strategy will be made available on the Council’s website and accompanied by 
easy read guidance to schools, parents and carers – co-produced with the 
county’s Parent Carer Forum. 

6.3 The review raised the importance of how the development of a schools physical 
environment should support the needs of children with non-physical disabilities; 
such as social, emotional and mental health needs and autism. In response, 
section 5 of the strategy has been expanded to provide information on the broad 
range of activities to support schools in building capacity and good practice which 
reflect the needs of these children. 

6.4 It is intended that a full stakeholder consultation on the Accessibility Strategy 
should take place in 2021-22 with the newly established Parent Carer Forum co-
producing this and having a key role in a broader consultation process. This 
consultation will also reflect any statutory changes that are brought about as a 
result of Covid 19.

Appendices

Appendix 1: Accessibility Strategy 

Appendix 2: Equality Impact Assessment (Due Regard Statement)



Report Title Accessibility Strategy 2020-21

Statutory Authority Gloucestershire County Council

Relevant County Council 
policy

Equality Act 2010 Schedule 10

Sustainability checklist:

Partnerships Working with schools across the County to ensure that the 
strategy is understood and complied within individual school 
accessibility plans. Working with partnership in Health to 
ensure that statutory duties are met.

Decision Making and 
Involvement

Gloucestershire’s Asset Management and Education Universal 
Commissioning Services will ensure pupils with disabilities are 
able to access school premises through the improvement of the 
physical environment. 

Economy and Employment No Impact

Caring for people N/A

Social Value No Impact

Built Environment If schools are able to meet a wide range of physical needs it 
should reduce the need for travel to specialist settings.  There 
are no other environmental implications arising from this report.

Natural Environment’ 
including Ecology 
(Biodiversity)

N/A

Education and Information A clear strategy in relation to expectations for accessibility 
within education settings for Gloucestershire’s children and 
young people.

Tackling Climate Change Carbon Emissions Implications? Neutral
Vulnerable to climate change? No

Due Regard Statement Has a Due Regard Statement been completed?     Yes
Yes  - considerations included in main body of report

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/equality-act-2010-guidance


A copy of the full Due Regard Statement  can be accessed on 
GLOSTEXT via 
http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/uuCoverPage.aspx?bcr=1

Alternatively a hard copy is available for inspection from Jo 
Moore, Democratic Services Unit, e-mail: 
jo.moore@gloucestershire.gov.uk.

Human rights Implications The SEN and Disability Act 2001 amended the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA) by introducing new duties on 
local authorities and schools in relation to disabled pupils and 
prospective pupils. 

From 1 October 2010, the Equality Act replaced most of the 
DDA, however the Disability Equality Duty in the DDA 
continues to apply. 

The Local Authority is required to have an accessibility strategy 
under the planning duty in the Equality Act 2010, Part 6, 
Section 88 (Schedule 10).  

Consultation 
Arrangements

Full consultation not required at this stage.  During 2021-22 a 
full stakeholder consultation will take place to ensure future 
accessibility strategies support any changes within legislation. 

http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/uuCoverPage.aspx?bcr=1
mailto:jo.moore@gloucestershire.gov.uk

